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Rendezvous at Winter Park:

A river runs through it

A most subtly appealing amenity of Rendezvous, the creatively conceived resort community between Winter Park and Fraser, is the wandering Fraser River that passes along its western edge.  As the mountains move into fall and summer festivals in the Fraser Valley wind down, the river’s beauty becomes a prominent feature of life at Rendezvous...one that’s being enhanced in the community’s master plan.

This riverside parcel was the land that Billy Cozens, sheriff of Central City, chose for a homestead after moving his family out of the bawdy gambling town in 1868.  He established the first stage stop west of the Continental Divide there, and it quickly became an attraction for Denver travelers discovering the convenient appeal of the valley. 

This is the river that drew Dwight Eisenhower to make frequent trips to the Fraser Valley during his 1953-1960 presidencies.  Ike, who summered in Denver, worked his famous angling skills along the Fraser and its tributaries, just an hour west of the Mile High City.  

Today, the trout fishing along the river is every bit as alluring...rainbows to 20 inches, brook trout to 15, and browns in the 12-inch to 14-inch range.  Meanwhile, Koelbel and Company, Rendezvous’ developer, is carrying out an ambitious improvement of the riverfront and of Mary’s Pond, the scenic lake named for Billy Cozen’s wife that is behind the Cozens Ranch and Museum.  “Mountain Man Park” will unify the restored ranch with the river, creating an appealing setting for family outings linked by trail to Rendezvous’ resort neighborhoods. 

Those residential opportunities were never as appealing as they are this fall:  Koelbel’s sister company Colonnade Communities is showing a new vision of the family “cabin” at Rendezvous, with a rustic look on the outside and a luxuriant feel indoors like new custom homes have.  MooseHorn Cabins are selling rapidly...as are newly opened models of Pronghorn townhomes with the same appeal.

Meanwhile, the splendid views of forest and mountains from Rendezvous are making it a coveted setting for custom homes, as well; and some of its most appealing home sites are available for viewing now, through Rendezvous’ information center along U.S. 40. 

Rendezvous is just an hour west of Denver on I-70 via newly widened U.S. 40/Berthoud Pass.  Cabins, townhomes and custom homes, priced from the $400s to over $2 million, are on view between Winter Park and Fraser at the distinctive entry with the Rendezvous moose.   For information on custom homes and sites call 970-726-4500 or toll-free 866-726-5177; for cabins and townhomes, 970-726-4169 or toll-free 866-318-9558; or visit rendezvouscolorado.com.
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