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Summer season may be the biggest
ever in Grand County, Rendezvous

No sooner were the lifts closed at Winter Park Ski Resort than planners at Koelbel and Company were at work on a schedule of events for a summer season they expect to be the biggest that Grand County——and their own Rendezvous master-planned community——have ever seen.

“We can’t believe the excitement that Grand County and Rendezvous are generating,” says Silvio DeBartolomeis, Vice President of Sales at Koelbel.  “It’s like there’s a coming-together of forces that are placing us in the center; both for mid-priced resort homes, and for the kind of luxurious architecture you once only found in Vail and Aspen.”


Among those factors, says DeBartolomeis, are completion of the state’s final, $15 million widening of U.S. 40 over Berthoud Pass.  “People are realizing the Winter Park and Rendezvous are substantially closer than crowded areas over in Summit County,” he notes.  “They’re asking themselves, ‘Why should I spend time stuck on tunnel approaches that I could be using hiking, or fishing, or relaxing on my deck?’”


Meanwhile, the Winter Park-Fraser area is reaping the benefits of a huge infusion of capital that began in 2001, currently re-transforming the ski area itself, five minutes from Rendezvous’ cabins and custom homes, into a state-of-the-art resort.  Rendezvous itself has become an increasingly prominent...and very attractive...presence for passers-by along U.S. 40, a half mile beyond the town of Winter Park.


Next to the community “Discovery Center” on the highway are the Cozens Ranch and Museum —— a must-see tourist attraction for visitors interested in the colorful history of western Colorado —— and Mary’s Pond, a scenic lake back-dropped by a panorama of peaks along the Continental Divide, that’s open to Rendezvous residents for trout fishing, that has become a showcase for community events.

This is the setting where the annual “Quick Draw” event takes place on a Saturday in early August —— attracting hundreds of tourists to Winter Park’s Plein Air Arts week to see a competition between a hundred of the nation’s top landscape painters.  Koelbel also has a host of other events scheduled there, including family-style fishing derbies in June and July, open to the public.
Just beyond lie the famous waters of the Fraser River that President Eisenhower once fished, the miles of hiking/biking trails that crisscross Rendezvous’ resort-style neighborhoods, and Colonnade Communities’ models of spacious MooseHorn cabins and ProngHorn townhomes.  Visitors can also see Rendezvous’ latest release of custom home sites...creating a stir for the luxurious caliber of architects and builders that are being attracted.  “People are realizing that there is no community that captures the access and ambience of Winter Park and Grand County the way that this one does,” says DeBartolomeis.
Custom sites are priced from the $400s; cabin and townhomes are on view daily from the $400s.  The Rendezvous moose marks the entryway to the Discovery Center along U.S. 40 between Winter Park and Fraser.  For custom sites call Dennis Gainer at 970-726-4500 or toll-free 866-726-5177; for cabins and townhomes, 970-726-4169 or toll-free 866-318-9558; or visit rendezvouscolorado.com. 
-END-
PHOTO CAPTION:  Summer visitors enjoy a full complement of on-site natural amenities at Rendezvous.
