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At Rendezvous, the moose is
more than just a landmark
It’s not just the snow (already 90 inches for the season!) that draws families year after year to Winter Park.  It’s also the quality of the wilderness experience; something that’s very tangible at Rendezvous, the year-round resort community five minutes from the ski slopes. 

Passers-by know Rendezvous for the prominent bronze moose statue by famed sculptor Robert B. Tate that’s a landmark along U.S. 40 just north of Winter Park; but residents of Rendezvous’ custom homes, cabins and townhomes have closer ties to the moose.  They regularly see a large bull and a female wandering the forested open space; or skirting the Fraser River; or drinking from Mary’s Pond near the Cozens Ranch Museum.

“The moose are among our most prized amenities at Rendezvous,” says Terry Stanford, Director of Development.  “They’re an amazing sight, considering they had once disappeared entirely from Colorado.”
There hadn’t been a credible moose sighting in decades when, in 1978, a herd of moose was reintroduced to Jackson County, 50 miles north of Rendezvous.  By 1991 the herd had grown to numbers that allowed for a portion to be trapped and relocated to Creede, 200 miles south.  In 2000, an additional transplant was made near Grand Junction.  Randy Hampton, information officer for the Colorado Division of Wildlife, estimates that there are now 1,100 moose in the state.

  One of the youngest members arrived at Rendezvous a few weeks ago——a calf that’s been grazing the meadows near Colonnade Communities’ MooseHorn Cabin and Pronghorn Townhome models.  Visitors that stop by the models can admire authentic cabin styling and craftsmanship up close...but are asked to view the youngster from a distance.  Even a small moose can be aggressive if humans try and walk up.
Earlier this year, Rendezvous’ cabins, townhomes and custom homes attracted thousands of summer visitors, as part of the annual Grand County Parade of Homes.  That’s led to rapid sales this past fall...two-to-three homes a month in MooseHorn and Pronghorn, expected to gain even more speed now as the ski season gets under way.  Meanwhile, as new residents come here for the holidays, they find themselves five minutes from the slopes and from shops, dining and galleries in Winter Park.  Next summer, they’ll enjoy the Fraser River with its renowned trout fishing, along with hiking/bike trails that wander the community, linked to 600 miles of trails into the National Forest.  
“What the moose like about Rendezvous is the same thing our custom homebuyers enjoy,” says Dennis Gainer, Sales Associate for a spectacular new release of custom sites in the master-planned community (he had previously served with the U.S. Forest Service).  “It’s a chance to feel close to the wilderness, in a setting that has all of the locational advantages of a premium resort.”  Residents, he adds, are less than two hours from Denver International Airport —— the most convenient commercial air connection enjoyed by any luxury area in the Rockies.
Custom sites are priced from the $400s yielding finished homes $1 million and higher; cabins and townhome models are on view from the $400s.  The distinctive moose entryway marks Rendezvous’ information center along U.S. 40 between Winter Park and Fraser.  For custom sites call 970-726-4500 or toll-free 866-726-5177; for cabins and townhomes, 970-726-4169 or toll-free 866-318-9558; or visit rendezvouscolorado.com.
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PHOTO CAPTION:  A young moose sighted this season at Rendezvous.
