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Rendezvous at Winter Park:
Taking a pro-active approach to biodiversity

There’s no upside to the infestation of mountain pine beetle —— MPB —— that is harming the forest in numbers of Western Slope counties including Grand County.  So Rendezvous, the master-planned resort community situated between Winter Park and Fraser, is taking a proactive approach to dealing with MPB...and is already reaping benefits.

Five years ago, Rendezvous began what has become one of Grand County’s most far-reaching programs to combat MPB in its resort neighborhoods of custom homes, cabins and townhomes, as well as in the expanses of forested open space that surround them.  


Managers at Koelbel and Company, Rendezvous’ master developer, began an aggressive program using global positioning technology to precisely identify trees that showed the characteristic red needles and signs of boring around trunks.  Koelbel began clearing infested trees from community land; and contacted homeowners to have them removed from private property, offering to assist at very reasonable prices.


Meanwhile, Koelbel set to work with a spray program to help protect healthy trees at risk.  Now with a two-year track record, Rendezvous is reporting a 95% success rate in protecting trees for which continuing annual spraying has been applied.


In addition to a recent series of milder winters, the root of the MPB problem lies partially in a lack of biodiversity.  Around the Fraser Valley, forests are heavily lodgepole pine, a species that is very susceptible to MPB, particularly in densities that allow beetles to fly easily from infected trees to like species.
In areas where trees have been removed, Koelbel has begun a replanting program to add spruce, fir, and aspen to the forest.  According to Terry Stanford, Construction Manager at Rendezvous, the program will take on broader proportions this coming year, as Rendezvous moves into 688 newly acquired acres that adjoin the community around Winter Park.  The new land more than doubles the size of Rendezvous.
 “What we’re going to end up with is a healthier, more diverse forest,” says Silvio DeBartolomeis, Vice President of Sales.  He notes that the clearing program has opened up views of Byers Peak and Perry Peak from many Rendezvous homes.  “We’re also finding that we have more scenic groves of aspens than we realized before we began to clear.”
Custom sites are priced from the $400s; cabins/townhomes are open daily from the $400s.  The Rendezvous moose on along U.S. 40 between Winter Park and Fraser marks Rendezvous’ Discovery Center.  For custom sites, call Austin Pottorff at 970-726-4500, toll-free 866-726-5177; for cabins and townhomes, 970-726-4169 or toll-free 866-318-9558; or visit rendezvouscolorado.com. 
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PHOTO CAPTION:  Colonnade Communities’ Jill Carey (left) and Jackie Mullen on site in a neighborhood where Rendezvous has begun replanting a cleared area with broader species including spruce, fir and aspen.
